MONK

jij                                   It was but an unauthorised raid for plunder.    But it was

jf i \'                                 enough to show the old strategist his danger.    If Lambert

'<!p                                had the sense or power to make a dash over the Border

with his thousands of horse and mounted infantry, Monk
was so weak in those arms that he would be compelled
to retreat, and retreat meant ruin. Everything depended
on a strong defensive position, and with consummate skill
he marked one out. The bulk of the little army was
stationed on the right at Kelso, and intrusted to Morgan,
who had orders to exercise it daily in the general's
TJ                              pet formation of mixed files of horse and foot. From

1                             Kelso as far as  Berwick every pass was occupied, and

I                             the troops quartered in the neighbouring villages and

1                             farmsteads.    Yet within four hours, so nicely was every

I                             detail adjusted, the whole force could be concentrated on a

given point. The position was practically impregnable.
The desolate character of the country in its front rendered
an attack in force impossible. Even if Lambert could have
induced his pampered army to move, he could not have fed
them for the time a concentration would take in the fearful
weather that prevailed. If he attempted a turning move-
ment by the Carlisle road Monk would get three days'
start in London, and the Scotch army was too strong to
be checked by any force that Lambert could safely detach
from his main body.

To perfect his masterly disposition Monk established
himself in the centre at Coldstream. His quarters were
a smoky little thatched cottage with but one room. His
bed was so small that he used it as a pillow, with his
legs and body resting uneasily on benches. Indeed he and
his officers suffered here every hardship that bad lodging,
worse food, and intense cold could inflict; but such was theded men
